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When Marilyn Stokstad wrote the  ̌rst edition of Art History in the early 1990s, 
it represented an historical advance in the conception and teaching of the history 
of art. The discipline had recently gone through a period of crisis and creativity that 
challenged the assumptions behind the survey course and questioned the canon of 
works that had long been its foundation. We all rethought what we were doing, and this 
soul searching made us better teachersómore honest and relevant, more passionate 
and inclusive. 

With characteristic energy and intelligence, Marilyn stepped up to the task of conceiving 
and creating a new survey book for a new generation of students ready to reap the 
bene  ̌ts of this re  ̌ned notion of art history. From the beginning, she  made it global in 
scope, inclusive in coverage, warm and welcoming in tone. Marilyn highlighted the role 
of women in the history of art both by increasing the number of women artists and by 
expanding the range of art to focus on media and genres that had traditionally engaged 
female artists and patrons. It was an honor to become part of her project almost a 
decade ago, and it is my sad responsibility to acknowledge her passing, just as this 
sixth edition went to press. To me, she was more than a brilliant art historian; she was 
a loyal and compassionate colleague, a great friend. The warmth and trust with which 
she welcomed me into the writing of Art History was one of the great experiences of my 
professional life. I will truly miss her, and I will work faithfully to continue her legacy as 
this book moves into the future. I promised her I would.

Michael Cothren

www.pearsonhighered. com
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